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New projects
in works for
fracts across
Belmont area

ASHLEY M. LUHDUN
STAFF WRITER

The land quietly being
assembled in the Belmont
neighborhood by developer
Tim Crawford may not look
like much now:

Boarded up mill houses,
car lots and vacant ware-
houses dominate the land-
scape. And environmental
issues from more than 100
vears of industrial use have
long pushed new projects to
the side-

lines. Little

But the :
more than & 5 Points

acres Craw-

Frowvd ic rardAd

ford is guid-
ing through
the rezoning
process have
the potential
to shift
development
patterns, with some brokers
suggesting the area’s poten-
tial rivals that of South End.

With its stellar views of
‘ the city skyvline, green-

way connectivity to mid-
town's retail and restau-
rants, relative affordability
compared with Dilworth and
South End. the Belmont
neighborhood 1s on the brink
of breaking out, says John
Michols, owner of The
Michols Co. in Charlotte,

“T get calls every day from
people looking to invest in
Belmont,” says the longtime
commercial broker. “Thera
are some great buildings
thers, and the nelghborhood
is convenient to both NoDa
and Plaza Midwood.”

Large-scale redevelopment
is already happening at the
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rmer Pledmont Courts public hous-
g site. That 1940s complex is being
splaced by Seigle Point, a mixed-
lcome community slated to open in
108, Charlotte-based Grubb Properties
developing Seigle Point.

The former Morningside Apartments
ymplex is being replaced with a $400
Allion urban village near the corner
* Morningside Drive and McClintock
pad in the Plaza Midwood-Central
venue corridor of east Charlotte.
orningside is being developed by Fir-
itas, a company headed by Rob Press-
v of MECA Properties in Charlotte,
The Belmont neighborhood can seem
ke a rabbit warren of dead-end streets
yunded by MNorth Davidson Street,
ast 10th Street, Hawthorne Lane and
arkwood Avenue. It has a population
" roughly 3,300, and its average house
ilue is around $72,000; the city’s aver-
e is $193,000.

That anonvmity is rapidly changing,
ivs Kelth MacVean, land development
rogram manager for the Charlotte-
ecklenburg Planning Department.
“It’s a great location in terms of its
soximity to uptown,” he says, “We're
seing redevelopment and residential
vestment in that area.”

Crawford has assembled nine parcels
italing 6.4 acres occupied by ware-
houses and other busi-
nesses along East 10th

Street and Seigle
Avenue.
Several of those

parcels are in the hands
of longtime owners Alli-
son Fence Co. Inc. and
Crowder Construction
Co., although city offi-
cials say they expect

Crawford to close on the
roperty any day.
In January, Crawford filed a rezoning
etition for the parcels to boost residen-
ial density. The rezoning, approved in
Tay, prohibits auction sales, gas sta-
lons, off-street parking and building-
1aterial sales.

cVean

Lk

pholo BREE AUSSELL

Intermezzo restauramt, which recently opened at 1427 E. 10th 5t., joins a growing list of retail,
restaurant and office tenants that are helping remake the Belmont area.
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Crawford, president of Citiline
Resortline Development & Construc-
tion in Charlotte, filed for the rezoning
under the name Victoria Land Co.

He has also consulted with the city
about buying acreage from its Central
Yard when the property is released for

sale in 2010, says Jim Schumacher,
Charlotte assistant city manager.

For more than 100 years, the city has
used 30 acres in the center of the Bel-
mont community to store police cars
and repair trucks. The city’s sanitation
department and garbage truck storage
is also part of the Central Yard.

Bounded by Seigle,
Otts Street and Louise
Avenue, the Central
Yard has been under
scrutiny for the past
vear by City Council,
which wants to see a bet-
ter use for the land —
namely residential
development.

“Some of the facilities
there are obsolete and
nesd to be replaced,” Schumacher says.
“The yard has been there since that
was the edge of the city”

Council voted earlier this vear to find
a new location for the light cars and
trucks that take up about 5 acres in Bel-
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mont. I'hat land will go up tor sale onc
the city decides where to move thos
vehicles,

The sanitation department, howeve
is not going anywhere, Schumache
says. He expects the 5 acres to provid
a buffer between residential growt
and the garbage trucks and new san
tation offices that will be built ne:
year.

“That land is valuable because it
close to the center city,” Schumache
sayvs. “But land zoned
for industrial inside
Charlotte 1s somewhat
scarce, too, so it's valu-
able in both respects.”

The redevelopment
trend has helped
Michols change the face
of the gateway to the
Belmont neighborhood
— little five points, the
convergence of Central,
10th and Lonise Avenue.

His company helped sign a ne
restaurant and an architectural stud!
that will anchor the intersection.

Intermezzo opened recently at 14271
10th St. It serves pizzas and more i
1.800 square feet of an old brick buil
ing at the corner of 10th and Louise.

Laughing Dog Architecture is in th
process of revamping a former bric
sarvice station that faces Centr:
Avenue and points toward Plaza Mi
wood.

Nichols says property got expensi
in Plaza Midwood so investors starte
looking to the fringes and discovere
Belmont.

Its redevelopment will mirror that
South End but will happen faste
because it 1s more walkable, better col
nected to uptown and has a large
neighborhood to work from, he says.

“We fiee] 11ke we are involved in some
thing that has a cool future,” Nichol
says. “I ride through Belmont once.
week to look at how everything i
changing.”

Nichols

Research director Amy Shapiro contributed to
this report.
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